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Oral history interview with Bernard Braddon and
Sidney Paul Schectman, 1981 Oct. 9

Braddon, Bernard, Sidney Schectman, Dealers Mercury Gallery, New York, N.Y.

http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral _ -history -interview -bernard-braddon-and-sidney-

paul-schectman-12316

MS. BERMAN: Who were the people that Rothko was closest to?

MR. SCHECTMAN: Well, | know he liked Schanker. | once talked to him about him, but he told me
that Schanker was a playboy of some sort even then, but a great painter and a great wood block...you
know, painted, the greatest. "But | don't know where he's going to go," he would say because he

thought he was frivolous. And that's the kind of person Rothko was, terribly, terribly serious. -----------

MR. BRADDON: Yes, he's a very close friend of mine. Schanker's a good friend,.ouis Schanker, and

I've seen him many times here.
MR. SCHECTMAN: Very close.

MR. BRADDON: At the time | lived near him in Brooklyn Heights. Schanker lived on State Street and
| lived on Remson Street, so | visited him. And I've seen Schanker in subsequentyears. The same with

Louis Harris. Kerkam I'd seen frequently.

MR. SCHECTMAN: I had been buying Schanker's work fairly recently until about a year ago. He had a
show at the Associated American Art Gallery two years ago and | bought four of his early (woodcuts).

| thought they were magnificent, and | just did that. I'm not collecting right now, yet | couldn't resist

it.

MR. BRADDON: | saw Bolotowsky just a few weeks ago at a service, a little memorial serwe for
Schanker. Bolotowsky spoke very charmingly, very rapidly--he reminisced. But we had a nice meeting
with him. We were glad to see each other.
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